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Recap:

● 1977 - a  licensing program for CNMs is created (CNMs act under a 
physician’s supervision) 

● 1993 - a bill to regulate midwives as independent providers passes and the 
DEM program begins

● 2000 - CNMs become independent providers
● 2003 - the DEM program requires the CPM credential 
● 2023 - licensing program for CMs (mirroring CNMs) is created

Today, three credentials of independent midwives are regulated in CO: 

CPM, CNM, CM



Key dates related to national and global standards

● 2010 - ICM Global Standards for Midwifery Education are Adopted
● 2011- ICM Global Standards for Midwifery Regulation are Adopted
● 2012 - US midwifery groups endorse ICM Standards
● 2013 - US Midwifery, Education, Regulation and Association (US MERA) 

meets for the first time
● 2015 - ACOG Endorses ICM Standards
● 2015 - US MERA Publishes “Principles for Model U.S. Midwifery Legislation 

& Regulation”
● 2019 - ICM Updates the Essential Competencies for Midwifery Practice



What is the context?



Improving Health

2019 - "Framework for Action: 
Strengthening Quality Midwifery 
Education for Universal Health 
Coverage 2030"



Action Plan

The 7 Step Action Plan

“Framework for Action: 
Strengthening Quality Midwifery 
Education for Universal Health 
Coverage 2030”



https://gem-report-2020.unesco.org/gender-report/progress-towards-gender-parity-in-education-is-undeniable/



So, are there conflicts?



US Policies Lag Behind Standards











US MERA

● Was a facilitated process among invite-only organizations which excluded or 
poorly included midwives of color

● Used a similar process (Delphi) to create Standards for Midwifery Regulation 
in the US
○ Other annual reports did not go through a Delphi process

● Midwife autonomy and midwifery-specific regulation are key standards that 
Colorado somewhat achieves
○ CNMs, CMs, and CPM are autonomous providers in CO by statute - but that autonomy is 

constrained by the culture that is still restrictive
○ CNMs and CMs do not have midwifery-specific regulation since they are regulated by the 

Board of Nursing
○ CPMs do not have midwifery-specific regulation since they are regulated by DORA without 

midwifery oversight



Bridge 
Certificate

Do CO CPMs require a 
“Midwifery Bridge 
Certificate”

Since CO statute has 
required the CPM 
credential since 2003, 
NO. 



Power



Questions & Discussion

This concludes the Summer 2023 Community Learning Series
Get resources at: 

https://www.elephantcircle.net/events-1/2023/6/15/direct-entry-midwifery-summer-2023-community-learning-series


